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Another Look
At the Unicorn
In the Garden

letters

The account of the "Unicorn in the
Garden" caper which appeared in
the Fall issue of Law Quadrangle
Notes provoked responses from
alumni all over the country. Letters
gleefully recall other escapades or
glumly declare that such levity was
impossible when the writers were
at the Law School. Several praise
Theodore Swift for his bravado, past
and present , suggesting that he may
have missed his true calling in
becoming a la\<\ryer instead of a
writer.
Here is a selection from letters
received by the editor and by Mr.
Swift.

Bleak Times

Swift's Stunt Reenacted

The Courtyard
14

To the Editor:
Congratulations to Ted Swift for
one of the most amusing and well
written accounts I have ever read. In
today 's era of serious issues , it is
really fun to laugh again. Shades of
P. G. Wodehouse!
Way back in 1932 my class started
in the old law school building, then
moved into the brand new Hutchins
Hall the following year. Off and on
over the years I have idly wondered
what purpose the courtyard served,
since I never saw anyone in it.
In those depression years, life and
our futures were a very serious affair.
There was very little humor in the
Law School in those days. Times
were much too bleak to ever risk
jeopardizing our futures. If such
administrators as Bates, Leidy, Aigler,
or Grismore had any sense of humor,
they kept it well hidden from the
student body. They publicized the
expulsion of students on arbitrary
grounds with what seemed like glee.
They warned us we would lose credit
if we missed classes, regardless of
the reason . At the end of each year,
they politely told the bottom third of
the freshman class not to return.
Theirs was a strictly no nonsense
attitude.
In that somber regime, there were
some rays of sunshine. We always felt
that we received a lot more empathy
from Durfee, Dawson , and Stason.
These men showed some evidence of
fun. I remember Stason well as a
teacher. He never told jokes in the
classroom, but he had a relaxed joyfulness. His class was a pleasure.
Now for the point of this whole
letter. I sincerely believe that if Swift

and company had pulled their unicorn caper when I was at the School.
they would have quickly found themselves out on the pavement. It would
have been a totally arbitrary
decision-no trial , no appeal , finis.
However, I doubt if Mr. Swift
believes for a minute that he fooled
Dean Stason. In a small community
like the Law School there are no real
secrets for very long . It would seem
that while such high jinks were condem:rnd, the administration was
amused enough by the whole affair to
simply ignore it. More power to
them! Well done, Swift and
Company!
William F. Harlton , Jr., JD '36
Hobe Sound, Florida

Puerile Piffle
Dear Mr. Swift:
You probably don't remember me
at law school. for I was the scholarly
type. However, I do remember youa rather noisy chap. Many a late
night , my roommate , Harvey Dean ,
and I were disturbed in our studies
by your returning from your nocturnal soirees and forays. It was quite
difficult to master the Rule against
Perpetuities while some inebriate was
trying to sing Marine Corps ballads.
I was quite shocked to pick up the
latest Law Quadrangle Notes and find
not only that you had returned to
school in the fall of '53 but had been
granted a degree in '55. I was
appalled that the University of Michigan Law School would publish such
drivel as "There's a Unicorn in the
Garden. "
At first, I feared that the school
was prostituting itself by stroking the
"over-inflated ego" of one of its
financial contributors, but I cannot
imagine a person of your ilk making
any positive contribution to the
school. I was going to write directly
to the school , but then I read that this
was the last issue for the managing
editor. I can understand why.
Regardless of the poor tastes of the
now departed editor, I should think
that you, at your age, would have
enough respect for your school and
your contemporaries not to embarrass
them with public accounts of your
infanti le behavior. Most of us outgrew Hallowe'en by the time we were
in high school. You have tarnished
the image of an entire generation of
distinguished alumni with this puerile piffle. No doubt Harvard also
has graduated a few barbarians, but
that august institution does not

advertise them or accord them "indirect praise" by publishing tales of
their boorish exploits. I am sure that
G. Gordon Liddy isn't a contributing
editor to the Fordham Law School
Alumni magazine.
I just hope you haven't left my
beloved alma mater vulnerable to any
libel actions . I remember Bill Van't
Hof as a gentleman and am sure that
he would not have brutalized a horse
or have participated in such nefarious nonsense.
And poor "Bubbles" Stason must
be turning in his tomb. He was just
too trusting and kind a soul for the
good of the school. .. .
In conclusion, let me admit, Ted ,
that you made my day , and I've got
$100 that says you can't get the
DePauw Alumnus to print a story of
your undergrad feats .
George R. Glass, JD '53
Santa Fe , New Mexico

Career Advice
Dear Mr. Swift,
Two things are obvious . First, the
Class of 1948 was too serious and too
dull, and second, successful as you
are in the law, you should have been
a writer.
A great production.
Wayne G. Wolfe, JD '48
Johnstown,
Pennsylvania
Dear "Barrister "
My father was in the class of 1894
at the Michigan Law School, and I
was one of Leidy's rejects from the
1934 class. We now recognize that
1932 was the real bottom of the
depression. but Leidy's edict was ''if
you must work outside to go to law
school, then do it elsewhere." Uni ersity of Illinois Law School was more
tolerant. ...
I wish to urge you to forsake the
mundane practice of law and devote
full time to the e pression of your
mental gymnastics either on paper or
possibly in person on the tube or
platform. Your presentation was so
engrossing that I never laid it down.
Sam Levenson forsook teaching for
television exposure with much success. I think you have much to offer
that the practice of law may never
allow you the joy of e pressing.
"There's a Unicorn in the Garden" is
truly a gem!
Max L. Weinberg, JD University of
Illinois Law School '38
Quincy, Illinois

Albino Squirrel Mystery
The unicorn in the garden article
reminded me of the disappearance of
a very rare albino squirrel which
was under a glass display case in the
lounge of the Lawyers Club during
the time I was there.
It seems that this albino squirrel
had been given to the club by no less
a person than W.W. Cook who also
gave the money for the building.
There was an impending visit to the
Law School by Mr. Cook, and Dean
Bates was fit to be tied as he feared
that Mr. Cook would be offended
if the aforesaid squirrel was not on
display in its usual prominent place.
. .. An investigation was launched .
but no one knew anything about the
squirrel. Lo and behold , the very
night before Mr. Cook was scheduled
to arrive, the squirrel reappeared as
mysteriously as it had originally
disappeared ....
Dean Bates later talked Mr. Cook
out of the John Cook Dormitory, the
Library, and Hutchins Hall.
Archibald J. Weaver, JD '29
Falls City, ebraska

Bravo!
Dear Mr. Swift,
As a former Barrister and , more
importantly, as a former law student
at Michigan, I wanted you to know
how much I enjoyed our article
hich appeared in Law Quadrangle
otes. It's the first time I can remember laughing hile reading that
austere publication, and it certainly
as the first LQ article I have ever
been able to read in one sitting.
Thanks for bringing back a lot of
memories.
David D. Dodge, JD '65
Phoenix. Arizona
Dear Ted,
. .. I found our recent unicorn
stor er funn . You may, as you
said, have peaked early, but you have
bloomed, so to speak, late. The fact
that ou hoodwinked Law Quadrangle otes into printing your lengthy
confession is a latter day feat equal
(when you consider your declining
year ) to the original.
Hurrah!
Ronald R. Pentecost, JD '57
Bloomfield Hills,
Michigan

Dear Ted Swift,
Your "confession" in the Fall La w
Quadrangle Notes is a gem! Unfortunately my class had no ex-marine to
spark our imaginations. Our capers
never amounted to anything more
than the dropping of bags of water
from a tower room in the La wyers
Club on unsuspecting targets.
How about letting us all in on the
skyrockets episode?
Karl Y. Donecker, JD '32
Allentown,
Pennsylvania

Memories of Dean Stason
Dear Ted ,
I have just read your article on the
unicorn in the garden. It is hilarious.
Imagining Dean Stason becoming
hysterical is enough to bring tears to
the eyes of anyone who was a law
student during that era.
Kirby A. Scott , JD '56
Hollywood
California
Dear Ted Swift.
You may recognize me as the former Circuit Judge who presided over
the 5th Circuit which adjoins your
circuit. While I graduated a long time
ago-even before you were bornwhen the present Law School was
only a dream in the mind of Dean
Bates , your article brought back
memories.
Dean Stason was a member of our
class . Otherwise he lived in a dream
world of scholarship that fe , if any.
shared. Certainly not me. He had
graduated from Wisconsin with all
A's. and the same at M.I.T. as well as
in our class. At the same time he
was teaching a course in Electrical
Engineering in the Michigan Engineering College, and the star was
that he wrote a text in Electrical
Engineering at the same time.
So I appreciate very well the seriousness with which he looked upon
the effort that went into placing a
modern unicorn in his private garden. I was raised on a farm and can
readily understand that climbing
marble steps was not a feat which a
horse was attracted to. Your account
was a masterful piece of ork , and
well told. Should ou ever tire of the
law, ou could well emulate John
oelker (JD '28) who left the ichigan Supreme Court to gi e all hi
time to writing.
Archie D. McDonald , JD '22
Kno ville, Tennessee
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